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Happy Holidays One Spirit Family!

The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you
nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” Deuteronomy 31:8
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As we enjoy our last newsletter of 2022, I am thinking about all the
amazing things that we have accomplished this year! We leaned into
our new vision statement and started the year unsure of where it
would take us. Now as we wrap up the year, we can see that God
moved us to be a more inclusive, welcoming place for our neighbors!
You may not have noticed the changes happening around One
Spirit, but our neighbors have! Our connections with other congregations and organizations in the community have increased! Our neighbors know that we are a church that cares for them! Our worship has
moved to be more inclusive and attractive to our local visitors. And
from all of that we have welcomed FIVE new members this year!
From all of this and more, I would call 2022 a success! Despite the
financial setbacks we experienced this year (a leaking pipe, two
break ins, and a squirrel in the sanctuary), the Spirit has moved here!
As we now look towards 2023, it can be easy to still feel unsure
about our finances, to feel uncomfortable from our growth, and to be
uncertain of what this new year will bring. Those are all valid feelings,
but we remember that we do not feel them alone! God holds us as
we continue moving forward as bold, faith-filled believers of One Spirit!
I cannot wait to see where God will take us in 2023! I look forward
to the growth I know will come and I prepare for whatever discomfort
or joy it may bring! I hope you are willing to follow where God leads
with me! It will take all of us supporting this church and growing as believers to get where God intends us to go.
To prepare for the rest of the journey, I invite you to be in prayer
with me for this wonderful place we call home. I lift up the prayer that
our District Superintendent David Gilmore shared with us at the beginning of this journey as a challenge to pray daily: “Lord, change me
and make us one.” Amen, One Spirit! Amen!
Peace and Blessings for the rest of 2022,
Pastor Erika

Longest Night Service:
Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 8:00 pm
at CrossRoads UMC

Advent Sunday School Class
“Light of the World: A Beginner’s
Guide to Advent”
Sunday mornings at 10:00 am
Classes on Nov. 27, Dec. 4, 11, & 18

Dive deep into the history of the birth of Christ.
In Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, author Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the story of the birth of
Jesus. Trace the Christmas narrative through
the stories of Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary,
the journey to Bethlehem, and the visit from
the Magi. Learn the connections of the Gospel
stories to the Old Testament, the role of women
in first-century Jewish culture, the importance
of Mary’s visitation and the revolutionary implications of Mary’s Magnificat, the census and
the stable, and the star of Bethlehem and the
flight to Egypt. Books will only cost $10.00. Turn
in your book order by Nov. 13th.

WINTER JUBILEE:
Saturday, December 10 at 6:00 pm
Everyone is invited to the second Winter Jubilee at One Spirit UMC on December 10, 2022 at
6:00 PM. Join us for a night of worship that celebrates all of God’s doing and work in our lives
through music. The power of worship music
(including Christmas music) can bring a sense
of the power of God into our lives! We need to
know Him more and we are anticipating this
will be a life-changing event for everyone!

This year One Spirit will be joining CrossRoads
UMC for the Longest Night Service either in person or on their Facebook page. This special
worship service is for anyone who is not feeling
the holly-jollies of the season. This service is
scheduled around the winter solstice (the longest night of the calendar year). The long nights
before Christmas can be hard for some people
including the darkness and grief faced by
those living with struggles or loss of any kind.
We offer this as a service of hope and comfort.

Christmas Eve Candle Light Service
Saturday, December 24 at 4:30 pm
Mark your calendars to join us on Saturday,
December 24 at 4:30 pm as we anticipate together the coming of our Savior with a candle
lighting worship service. Join us early this year,
before dinner or family get togethers, as we
marvel at what it means that Jesus has come
and is coming again!

No In-Person Worship on
Christmas Day! Online ONLY!
With Christmas falling on a Sunday, we decided not to have any in-person worship to allow
our church families and staff to spend time
with their loved ones. We encourage you to
join us on Facebook on Christmas morning at
11 am for a special message from Pastor Erika
and great music from our Praise Band!

Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, November 20 at 12 pm!
If you enjoy decorating for Christmas,
make plans to help decorate the One
Spirit sanctuary and building on Sunday,
November 20 at 12:00 pm right after worship. All of the decorations will be provided. Come help us prepare for Advent!

CHURCH NEWS
Newsletter Will Become Digital Only
Beginning in early 2023, the church will no
longer mail the newsletter via the traditional snail mail. Everyone will now get
their newsletter sent directly to their personal email. If you have a change in your
email address, please contact the church
office. We know there are a few people
that do not have access to email or a
computer, so a printed copy of the newsletter will be sent to them. Extra copies will
also be available in the sanctuary.

Leadership Board Meetings
The next Leadership Board meeting will be
on Wednesday, November 2 at 6:30 pm
and also on ZOOM. This is an open meeting and all members may attend and participate in discussions, however only board
members vote.

Winter Coats for Westridge
One Spirit will be collecting winter coats
for students at Westridge Elementary
throughout the winter. They especially
need coats for 3-5th grade students (ages
8-10). They can be new or gently-used
and clean coats for both boys and girls.
Reminder: Donuts are available on the
1st Sunday of each month in Higher Grounds.

Check out our website at
www.onespiritfamily.org
or LIKE us on Facebook at
One Spirit United Methodist Church
PLEASE RECYCLE ALUMINUM CANS!
The proceeds help to pay for winter snow
removal and summer lawn care.

Combined Event:
Food Mobile &
Meet Santa!
Thursday, December 15
from 4-5 pm!

One Spirit is hosting a special event for our community on Thursday, December
15 from 4-5 pm during the Food Mobile distribution. For this special event, we have invited Santa
Claus to join us so that families can bring their
children to meet Santa! We will invite families to
drive through the circle drive in front of the sanctuary to receive their box of free food and children can meet Santa Claus. Each child will be
given a goody bag to take home with crafts,
small toys and candy. We will need a few volunteers to direct cars, hand out food, and “elves”
to help Santa. Contact the office if you can
help. The Food Mobile will also be at One Spirit
on Thursday, November 17 from 3-5 pm.

All Church Address– Sunday, November 6
Join us for an important All Church Address on
Sunday, November 6 at 12 pm, right after worship. We will share church financial information
and our hopes and plans for 2023.

United Women in Faith
The upcoming UWF meetings will be on Thursday,
November 3 at 1:00 pm and will feature the
World Thank Offering. The In-Gathering will be
toys for the REAP Christmas Store. UWF will meet
for lunch on Thursday, December 1st at Habaneros. Meet at the church to carpool at 11 am or at
the restaurant at 11:30 am.

Bakers-For-Hire Orders
Let UWF bake special treats for your Thanksgiving
meal! Delicious cakes, cookies, pies, breads, and
more. Orders are due no later than November
13. Completed orders will be available for pickup at the church on Sunday, November 20 at 12
pm right after church.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

One Spirit Has Been So Busy Lately!!!
Here are a few pictures from the recent Fun Family Event & Chili
Cook-Off on October 8th. We gathered with four other local
churches and organizations at Sarah Coleman-Livengood Park for
food, games, and lots of fun!

Watch for the Jan/Feb newsletter when we will show pictures of the
late October events! We had a Baby Shower for Pastor Erika & Andrew, a Combined Worship at One Spirit with CrossRoads UMC,
and a Drive-Thru Trunk or Treat for the kiddos of our neighborhood!

Change Jar
Donations
Don’t forget to save
your pocket change
and empty it into the
Change Jar in the
sanctuary every Sunday! The November
and December donations will be used for
Heifer International.

Daylight Savings
Time Ends on
November 6

