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Who Are We?

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by
name. You are mine.” — The Lord in Isaiah 43:1

Who are you? Who am I? Who are we together?

In January, the leadership board of this wonderful church family
met for a retreat to discern a new vision statement. From that meet-
ing, intentional next steps were planned for us to discern a way for-
ward together. As we wrap up the end of spring, we begin our first
step: WHO ARE WE?

As we begin our path forward, we look inward. Who are we as a
church, today? What gifts do we possess, what talents are we blessed
with, what support can we give, what vocations have we fulfilled, and
what does God want to do with these things that have been be-
stfowed on us¢

This step allows us to focus on who we are as a church family in
2021 and possibly remove some past understandings of who we used
to be. Today, we are made of a unique gathering of people who
have been called by the Creator to walk the path of love shown to us
through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. What we know for sure is
that we are loved by God; that is who we are at our core, but how
might God want to use us to further the Kingdom?e

We will be starting a sermon series on spiritual gifts in May so that
we can better understand the ways God has called each of us. We
will also be joining together for a Spiritual Gifts Sunday School class to
accompany our discussion. We will partake in a spiritual gifts assess-
ment and take a look at the other gifts we possess as a group. This is
an exciting moment for us to be fully aware of who we are so that we
can create a vision statement that matches our abilities. We were
made for such a time as this, lets figure out why, together!

Please take this step with me so we may come to see where God is
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Peace and Blessings!
Pastor Erika




Fun at the Easter Egg Event!
The Easter Egg Hand Out Event on March 27
was a great success. Several of our members
were ready to hand out the pre-stuffed plastic
Easter eggs along with some trinkets and an
Easter story booklet. Over 40 cars came
through with over 80 children! They were so ex-
cited to have an opportunity for Easter eggs
this year! Pastor Erika even took some pre-
stuffed Easter bags to homes in the neighbor-
hood to spread some Easter love! NOTE: We
gave away so many plastic eggs that we
need to re-stock for next year! If you see plas-
tic eggs on sale after Easter, please consider
buying and donating
them to the church.

A Wonderful Easter Worship!

Easter Sunday was just amazing! We saw so
many faces that we have not seen in awhile
and some new faces too! There was a sense
of excitement and energy in our worship and
the music and message was wonderful. We
also had a picture spot available to celebrate
and remember "Easter 21" so we can look
back and remember that we have made
through a pandemic together.

Spiritual Gifts Sunday School
Beginning on May 16™M, we will gather in the
Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am for a special seven
week study to discern our unique gifts and tal-
ents. Social distancing and masks will be re-
quired. This is our first step in reopening the
building to host Sunday School classes and we
are inviting everyone who participated in pre-
vious Sunday School classes plus anyone who
has not participated in a class before to join us
for this unique opportunity. Everyone is invited
to attend so that we might all be equipped for
our steps forward. This study goes along with
our discernment of “Who Are We?2" in our jour-
ney to a new vision statement. Pastor Erika will
be leading us through a mixture of studies, and
we will be taking individual spiritual gifts assess-
ments. Resources will be provided and an op-
tional book will be discussed. This class will finish
with a whole church celebration lunch after
our outdoor worship on June 27! (See infor-
mation below.)

Sunday, June 27: Outdoor Worship
followed by “Bring Your Own

Lunch” Fellowship Time
We all know that Methodists love potluck din-
ners but that has been difficult during the pan-
demic and we miss spending time with our
church friends! So we are planning a special
Outdoor Worship and “Bring Your Own Lunch”
on Sunday, June 27 at our regular time of 10:30
am. We will meet in the church parking lot to
enjoy worship and music. We will have some
folding chairs but invite you to bring your own
lawn chairs. Then the fellowship fun begins
right after worship around 11:30 am when we
can spend time visiting with our church friends.
Pack a cooler with your own picnic lunch for
yourself and your family. The church will pro-
vide cold bottled water for everyone.

The next Leadership Board meetings will
be Wednesday, May 5 and Wednesday,
June 2 at 4:30 pm in-person and also via
Zoom virtual meeting.




CHURCH NEWS

d In Loving Memory c

Faye A. Meek
August 10, 1927—March 18, 2021

William Vandenberg Sr.
September 13, 1918—March 29, 2021

Updated Address: Janice Mackey, 11500
Hidden Lake Dr., Room 1005, Raytown,
MO 64133. Phone (816) 316-9347

Office Re-Opening Announcement
Starting in May, our church office and
building will reopen with regular office
hours of Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day from 9 am—4 pm. We will continue to
do our part to protect our people through
cleaning and sanitization processes and
require face masks and social distancing.
You can also call the church office to
schedule an appointment to meet with
the pastor at your convenience.

Missouri Annual Conference
The Missouri Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church will convene
soon and Pastor Erika and Charlie McVey
(Lay Leader) will attend the conference
virtually instead of in person. Please pray
for the participants of the conference for
wisdom and discernment.

More Volunteers Needed for the

Drive Thru Blessings at One Spirit!
Please join us on Wednesday, May 5 and
June 2from 11 am -1 pm in the circle
drive in front of the sanctuary. We would
like to have more volunteers to help us
greet and wave at drivers and encourage
people to stop by for a blessing!

PLEASE RECYCLE ALUMINUM CANS!
The proceeds help to pay for winter snow
removal and summer lawn care.
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United Methodist Women

The United Methodist Women will meet on
Thursday, May é at 1:00 pm and Sandy Butcher
will infroduce the summer reading program. The
In-Gathering will be monetary donations for Cor-
nerstones of Care. UMW will not meet in June or
July. Also there will no longer be UMW Executive
Board meetings before each general meeting.

Bakers-For-Hire from UMW!

The women of UMW were very busy fulfilling the
Bakers-For-Hire orders during Easter. There were
so many baked goods ordered that a total of
$876 was raised to help support the missions of
UMWI! Thank you to everyone who baked items
and for those who ordered the goodies.

Caring for Kids at Westridge
One Spirit provided a boxed lunch meal for the
teachers during the spring conferences in late
March. In addition to the food, we delivered sev-
eral dozen cards that were filled with notes of
thanks and encouragement for the teachers
and staff. It was a great way to show our appre-
ciation for their hard work and dedication.

Prayer Walk through the Neighborhoods
One Spirit hosts a monthly Prayer Walk through
our neighborhood and community. Meet in the
church parking lot to walk as a group in the are-
as surrounding our church building. If you can't
join us, set aside a few minutes on that day to
pray for our neighbors and our community.
Schedule of Upcoming Prayer Walks:

Sat.,, May 15, 11 am Sat. June 16, 11 am
Wed., May 19, 2 pm Wed. June 19,2 pm

Food Mobile Trial Run

One Spirit hosted a Food Mobile in early March
to provide much needed food to our community
with resources provided by Church of the Resur-
rection. A total of 221 families, drove through the
event, 208 boxes of food was handed out, and a
total of 903 individuals were blessed by these re-
sources. This event was a trial run for a possible
future Food Mobile and we hope to provide
more information soon.
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Mother’s Day & Father’s Day Photo Celebrations

We want to see your mother or father! For special Mother's Day and
Father’s Day celebrations, we want to create a slideshow featuring
you and your mother or father. So here is your assignment:

For Mother’s Day: Bring your favorite picture of you and your mom or
daughter or other female role model on April 25 or May 2.

For Father’'s Day: Bring your favorite picture of you and your dad or
son or other male remodel on May 30 or June 6.

Church Library:
Christian Study Books, Videos and More!

Over the past year, we have encouraged everyone to participate in
a couple of self-study devotionals during Advent and Lent. We have
had an average of 25 people who requested books so they could do
the devotionals during these special seasons of the Christian calen-
dar. However, everyone can find ways to continue their spiritual stud-
ying! One Spirit has a library in room 102 with a wide variety of books
that are available to the congregation to check out. Plus, don't for-
get we have Upper Room devotionals in the Narthex and by the
double doors which are available for a small $1 donation.

Lent Missions
Collection

During Lent, the con-
gregation donated
their spare change for
the “Change Jar” and
a total of almost $270
was collected for the
Mozambique Initiative
of the Missouri United
Methodist Church to
provide hand washing
stations.

Thank you for
your generosity!




